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Indian in view of the prevalent misunderstanding of idealism in
India. Further, it helps to show how my own thesis of the identity
of the Brahman with the Dharma of Buddhism can be developed.
India is a country that seeks to be a nation; it is necessary there-
fore to know how its mind is constituted. The interest that is
taken in Indian philosophy so far is more or less antiquarian; and
it is being gradually shoved into the museum of antiquities. The
metaphysical significance of Indian philosophical concepts is very
little appreciated. The mark of such an appreciation is the use
made of them in the development of a world philosophy. But we
have few instances of it. And where there has been such use, it
has been more often than not a wrong use. Foreign interpretation
of Indian philosophy has been closely connected with missionary
activity; so the religious side of it is more familiar to the Western
thinkers than the purely philosophical. The interpretation of
Indian philosophy has been so far the reaction of the European
mind to it. The Indian mind has practically been silent all the
while. Only of late has it begun to stir with life, and to express its
own reactions to the West. But this expression should take on a
more serious and systematic form.
The metaphysical bent of the Indian mind has therefore to be
exactly known. This book is an attempt to describe it. It is written
-not merely to remove the misconceptions about Indian philosophy,
but also to contribute to the world's idealistic thought in general
and to that of India's in particular. The author is therefore not
satisfied with a mere presentation or exposition of systems, but
gives an estimate of them in the Conclusion, in which he brings
together the results of his discussion. The Conclusion therefore
contains an unavoidable repetition of these results, which are not
all familiar to Western philosophy. They may be implied by it or
involved in its concepts. The author's wish is to make them
explicit.
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This is the first work in which contemporary thinkers of India are
discussed and criticized together. The author's task has been to
gauge how Indian thought has been progressing, how the influence
of Western thought on minds steeped with their own traditional
ideas is affecting it, and what turns it is taking; so that we may
judge what possible developments it may have.